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China just revealed a stealth fighter so advanced it makes the F-35 look obsolete. It’s not a

fighter jetit’s a war platform. The West isn’t catching up. It’s falling behind and doesn’t know

it ye

China's 99,200-lb 6th-gen fighter jet could be far larger than thought
Photos and videos reveal what appear to be two new Chinese fighter jet
prototypes, the J-36 and potentially the J-50.

https://interestingengineering.com/military/china-6th-gen-fighter-heavy-payload

China just unveiled a sixth-gen fighter that changes everything.

It’s bigger, stealthier, and smarter than anything the US has.

This isn’t about catching up.

It’s about leapfrogging—while the Pentagon spins in circles. 1/24

The J-36 is massive.

Roughly 75 feet long, 119,000 pounds.

Closer to a stealth bomber than any fighter the West has ever fielded.

But the shock isn't just the size.

It’s what the plane means. 2/24

It signals a total break from Western doctrine.

Tailless, all-wing design.

Optimized for stealth, range, and payload.

No visual clutter. No vertical stabilizers.

No dogfighting nostalgia. 3/24

The US is still stuck worshipping the F-35 and praying NGAD gets off the ground.

China skipped the prayer phase.

They’re already flying a sixth-gen platform built for actual warfare, not weapons expos. 4/24

Washington's NGAD is still vaporware.

No serial production.

No open timelines.
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No clear doctrine.

Meanwhile, China’s J-36 is out in the open, doing what the F-35 never could. 5/24

This isn’t just a jet.

It’s a flying command post, a long-range strike platform, and a drone coordinator.

It’s built to dominate the air and direct the fight below. 6/24

It carries massive internal payloads.

It can likely launch hypersonics.

It can act as a stealth bomber or electronic warfare hub.

It erases the line between fighter, bomber, and AWACS. 7/24

Why hasn’t the US built something like this?

Because it can’t.

Its defense contractors don’t make jets anymore.

They make budgets.

And Congress signs the checks. 8/24

Lockheed, Boeing, Raytheon—none of them are incentivized to build fast, disruptive systems.

They’re incentivized to drag out contracts for decades.

To profit off inefficiency. 9/24

The F-35 took over 20 years to limp into service.

It’s still a compromise.

Too heavy for dogfights.

Too visible for stealth.

Too expensive to risk. 10/24

China’s design bureaus don’t need to win contracts.

They don’t need to pitch Congress.

They get a mission, a budget, and a deadline.

Then they build. 11/24

The J-36 likely came from Chengdu, the same team behind the J-20.

It’s part of a clean-sheet rethink of air power.

It’s not a fighter.

It’s a system. 12/24

The West is still clinging to Cold War playbooks.

Fighter vs fighter.

Air superiority through dogfighting.

China’s moved on.

They want battle management from the sky. 13/24

Their vision of air power is built on sensors, drones, jamming, and precision strikes.

The J-36 is the manned centerpiece of that network.

Not a lone ace.

A conductor. 14/24

This is what leapfrogging looks like.

While US think tanks obsess over fifth-gen definitions, China redefined sixth-gen on its own
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terms.

Then fielded it. 15/24

And this is just what’s public.

If they’re showing us this, what else are they flying in classified tests?

What’s already operational that no one’s seen? 16/24

The real gap isn’t tech.

It’s time and intent.

China fields.

The US theorizes.

China iterates.

The US litigates. 17/24

Civil-military fusion means China’s aerospace sector works like a unified ecosystem.

In the US, contractors compete for slices of a shrinking pie.

In China, they build the whole pie. 18/24

The Pentagon is run by PowerPoints.

China is run by engineering deadlines.

Guess which one gets jets into the sky. 19/24

The J-36 should’ve set off alarms.

Instead, the West shrugged.

The media ran generic “China unveils new stealth fighter” headlines.

As if this isn’t a strategic earthquake. 20/24

The US has no answer to this aircraft.

Not now.

Not within the decade.

And no amount of think tank reports will change that. 21/24

This jet marks the end of Western aerospace supremacy.

Not because the US lacks brains.

But because it no longer rewards results.

Only process. 22/24

China’s J-36 isn’t a fluke.

It’s a warning shot.

And Washington’s still busy arguing over how many more F-15s it should buy. 23/24

You’re not looking at a fighter jet.

You’re looking at the future of air power.

And it’s being built in Chengdu, not St. Louis. 24/24


